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MUSINGS OF THE ORDINARY 
“Earth’s crammed with heaven


And every common bush afire with God;


But only he who sees, takes off his shoes.


The rest sit around it and pluck blackberries,


And daub their natural faces unaware.

Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Aurora Leigh. 

Together with Fr Stephen Hill and Brian Moyle representing the Ordinariate clergy and laity, I recently 
had the privilege of personally presenting a copy of our icon of Our Lady of the Southern Cross to 
Pope Francis, and to offer as gifts, copies to Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI and Cardinal Gerhard 
Müller, Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.


During this visit to Rome we were able to visit several of the majestic basilicas in the city.


I have reflected on the crowds of tourists who were visiting these buildings with their iPhones on 
selfie-sticks, or sophisticated cameras.  I wonder whether they saw in the great paintings the 
expression of God’s salvation presented to the generations through the faithful gift of the artists, 
sculptors and stonemasons, and ‘took off their shoes’. Or did they gaze and  ‘pick blackberries’ 
before moving on to the next ‘bush.’


I reflected further on whether the Church in our generation has made it harder for people to ‘see’ the 
presence of God shining through his creation and his sacraments. In many of these basilicas the high 
altar is adorned with large crucifix, marble, statues of saints, tabernacles, candles and abundant gold 
leaf. It stands majestically on three steps so that, visible from the nave, the faithful must look upwards 
in prayer and adoration as the sacrifice of the mass is offered. 


Yet the mass is not offered at these altars because the priest must stand facing the same way as the 
people. Instead, in front of these altars is a table with small candles, no embellishment that can help 
the worshippers ‘see’ the splendour of God’s majestic presence. The priest faces the people, as do 
the sanctuary chairs, creating a self-enclosed circle or eclipse. Here the focus is not on God who is 
beyond us, but on the ‘enclosed’ gathered community in which God’s presence is acknowledged.


To enable those who cannot ‘see’ to recognise God’s presence in the Church, the world and 
themselves, we Christians must maintain a balance in our discipleship between our encounter with 
God who is beyond us, and God who is also among us. If we only strive to encounter God who is 
beyond us there is a danger that we will be of little earthly use. If we focus only on the God among us 
we will be good welfare workers, but less able to be effective disciples and lead others to salvation.
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Evangelisation occurs when one person shows another how Jesus has changed their life because 
they have ‘seen’ the presence of our loving, merciful God in it and have ‘taken off their shoes’ in 
adoration. This is not simply the ministry of the clergy because Jesus called the lay fishermen to be 
co-responsible with him in his mission. This is the clergy and laity together sharing in Christ’s priestly 
ministry.


Evangelisation requires disciples to be heralds of hope. Ask people where they place their hope and 
help them see that true hope lies in waiting on God in stillness. (Psalm 623:5)


This is sharing in the prophetic ministry of Jesus.


We are also required to proclaim and live the good news of the saving acts of God and his Kingdom, 
found in Scripture and in the living Tradition of the Church. Humans try to rule themselves but they 
cannot do it effectively. Jesus showed us the way because he is the Way, the Truth and the Life.


He also told us, “Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
added to you. (Mt 6:33)


Proclaiming the good news of Jesus is sharing in the ministry of Christ the King.


How we can try to do this in our Ordinariate communities will be the subject of co-operation between 
the laity, their priests(s) and the newly appointed Episcopal Vicars, Fathers Hill and Waddell.


We are all called to be evangelists who lead others away from picking blackberries and daubing their 
faces with the juices of this world to taking off their shoes and kneeling in worship of God because 
they can ‘see’ his presence in all people and created things.


Recognising	  God	  

By	  Sharon	  Lape,	  Sep	  9,	  2016	  

God	  doesn’t	  let	  Himself	  get	  caught	  in	  titles,	  names	  and	  facts.	  But	  he	  
lets	  Himself	  be	  suspected.	  And	  therefore	  it	  is	  only	  the	  one	  who	  
prays	  to	  God,	  quite	  possibly	  the	  one	  who	  searches	  for	  silence	  
himself,	  who	  can	  recognise	  Him	  in	  the	  many	  little	  ideas,	  meetings,	  
and	  happenings	  on	  the	  way.	  

	  

In Christ
Monsignor Harry

from Franciscan Minute Meditations


