
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ordinariate Parish of the Most Holy Family 

 

HOLY FAMILY OF NAZARETH, make our family one with you 
 

1
st
 Reading: 2 Samuel 7: 1-5. 8b-12, 14a, 16 

 

Response: I will sing of your mercies, O Lord, forever 

 

2
nd

 Reading: Romans 16: 25-27 

 

Alleluia, Alleluia, alleluia 

Behold I am the handmaid of the Lord; 

Let it be to me according to your word. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, alleluia 

 

Gospel: Lk 1: 26-38 

 

 

Advent IV 

 

24
th

 December 2017 
 

Prayers of the People:  

 For a return to Magisterial teaching, reverence for the sacraments, and a 

return to traditional catholic values 

 For the Ordinariate in Australia, our Ordinary, and for the right keeping 

of Advent 

 For Australia to return to Godly ways; our lawmakers to be touched by 

the Holy Spirit and be converted unto Almighty God 

 For those who have asked our prayers, Dominga, the Lear family; 

Rebekah Clarke and family; and for the Langlois family they discern 

God’s will for them in seeking a place to settle 

 For the sick and suffering that they may be made whole in Christ: Bill, 

Louis & Nina Evans and family, Sr Barbara, Yvonne, Barney, Lyn, 

Mary, John Henderson, Helen, Jane, Damian, Jeff Beck and Val. 

 For all the faithful departed, especially our family members, friends, and 

benefactors of this parish; and for those for whom this is their last day. 



Giving:                        17
th

 December: 
Plate:                                       $186.65 

Presbytery:                                $15.00 

Raffle:               $562.00 

Vocations:                               $207.00 

Donation:             $5.00 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mass Times: 

Heyfield: 

Sunday:           

Confession: 9.30am 

Mass: 10.00am 

 

Cowwarr:  

Monday: 9.00am 

Tuesday: 7.00pm 

Wednesday: 10.00am; Adoration to 

11.00am 

Thursday: 10.00am 

Friday: 7.00pm (Fridays in Lent: 

Stations: 6.30pm) 

Saturday: 10.00am 

 

1
st
 Friday Devotions in honour of the 

Sacred Heart: 7.00pm – Adoration till 

midnight 

 

1
st
 Saturday of the Month:  Five First 

Saturday Devotions: 

 9.30am: Confession: 10.00am: 

Mass followed by Adoration 

 

Holy Hour & Adoration (in reparation 

for our sins) 

 Thursdays: 6.00pm – 7.00pm 

   

Mass for Major Feast Days 

as announced. 
 

 

 

Notices: 

Christmas: Midnight Mass: 

Cowwarr: 

 11.30pm 24th December: 

Carols 

 12.00am Christmas Day: 

Mass 

 

Christmas Day: 

Heyfield 

 10.00am Mass 

 

Patronal Festival:  

The Feast of the Holy Family falls on 

Sunday 31
st
 December.  It is a good 

time to remember our Patronage, and 

the Holy Family as the Icon of our 

own families. 

 10.00am: Hayfield 

 

Mary the Holy Mother of God 

Monday, January1, 2018 – 

Solemnity 

 10.00am: Cowwarr 

 

Fr Ken Clark OLSC 

Parish of the Most Holy Family 

13 Church Street 

Cowwarr, Vic, 3857 

 

Tel: 03 51489477 

Mob: 0403383873 
 

 

 



From the PP: 

And the time is close.  God has almost arrived.  The scene is set. Yet, there is 

expectation, there is joy, and there is pain, and sorrow.  Where will we stay? 

What will become of us?  Who will help us? Surely these were some of the 

thoughts of Mary as she approaches Bethlehem.   

Joseph, the husband and guardian we cannot forget.  It was he that was tasked by 

God to be with Mary, to husband her, to protect her and the coming child.  What 

did he think? Was he apprehensive? Scared? Joyful? 

By now they are both tired having been on the road moving to Bethlehem to 

fulfill the census... 

The babe moves, the mother smiles, Joseph moves perhaps a bit faster to find a 

room where Mary can be delivered. Soon, soon, He will be here, soon....  

 

Entrance Hymn: (St Ambrose)
 
Come, thou Redeemer of the earth, 
Come manifest thy virgin birth: 
All lands admire, all times applaud: 
Such is the birth that fits our God. 

Forth from his chamber goeth he, 
That royal home of purity, 
A giant in twofold substance one, 
Rejoicing now his course to run. 

The Virgin’s womb that glory gained, 
Its virgin honor is still unstained. 
The banners there of virtue glow; 
God in his temple dwells below. 

From God the Father he proceeds, 
To God the Father back he speeds; 

Runs out his course to death and hell, 
Returns on God’s high throne to dwell. 

O Equal to thy Father, thou! 
Gird on thy fleshly mantle now; 
The weakness of our mortal state 
With deathless might invigorate. 

Thy cradle here shall glitter bright, 
And darkness breathe a newer light, 
Where endless faith shall shine serene, 
And twilight never intervene. 

All laud, eternal Son, to thee 
Whose advent sets thy people free, 
Whom with the Father we adore, 
And Holy Ghost, for evermore. 

 

 

Commentary of the Gospel: 
http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2015/12/16/4th_sunday_of_advent_%E2%80%93_dec_20,_2015/1192806 
The new Ark of the Covenant:  Mary's journey to visit Elizabeth had enormous 

significance for Luke's Jewish and Gentile readers.  It showed them that Mary's 

womb was truly the locale of God’s presence.  This story suggests a mysterious 

parallel between Mary's journey into the hill country and the movement of the 

Ark of the Covenant to the same locale on its way to Jerusalem (II Samuel, 



Chapter 6).  Both the Ark and Mary are greeted with "shouts of joy;” both are 

sources of joy for the households into which they enter; both the Ark and Mary 

remain in the hill country for three months.  As a temporary vessel housing the 

immanent presence of God, Mary appears to fulfill the same purpose as the Ark 

of the Covenant.  The Jewish Christians believed that God dwelt in the Temple in 

Jerusalem, but now, the evangelist tells them, God is present in Mary.  Like the 

Ark of the Covenant, God is journeying throughout His land, visiting His chosen 

people, and blessing them with His presence. 

 

The paradox of blessedness:  In his commentary on this episode of visitation, 

William Barclay remarks that blessedness confers on a person both the greatest 

joy and the greatest task in the world.  Nowhere can we see the paradox better 

than in Mary’s life.   Mary was granted the blessedness and privilege of being the 

mother of the Son of God.  Yet that very blessedness was to be a sword to pierce 

her heart:  one day she would see her Son hanging on a cross.  So, to be chosen 

by God is often both a crown of joy and a cross of sorrow.  God does not choose 

us for a life of ease and comfort, but in order to use us for His purposes.  When 

Joan of Arc knew that her time was short, she prayed, "I shall only last a year; 

use me as You can."  When we realize God's purposes in our lives, the sorrows 

and hardships of life disappear.used to living in the house. 

 
 

Holy Hour of Reparation: 

Our Lady of Fatima asked the world to return to the Lord in prayer.  She called 

for us to pray for the world to spare it from the punishment due to sin.  One way 

to honour her request for prayer is to pray the Holy Hour of Reparation.   

Eucharistic Adoration: Thursdays:  6.00pm – 7.00pm: Cowwarr   

A Holy Hour of Our Lord entered the garden of Gethsemani He said to His 

Apostles: “My soul is sorrowful even unto death. Stay you here and watch with 

Me (Mat. 26:38).” As Jesus spoke with His Apostles, so He pleads with us to stay 

and watch and pray with Him. The Sacred Heart of Jesus said to St. Margaret 

Mary: “Make reparation for the ingratitude of men. Spend an hour in prayer to 

appease divine justice, to implore mercy for sinners, to honour Me, to console Me 

for My bitter suffering when abandoned by My Apostles, when they did not 

watch one hour with me.”  

A booklet is provided, and a plenary indulgence is gained each time you pray this 

devotion under the conditions of Sacramental Confession, Eucharistic 

Communion, and prayers for the intention of the Holy Father. 


